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l. PURPOSE: This advisory circular provides an acceptabl e mans, but not
the only nmeans, of conpliance with the re?ui rements of the Federal Aviation
Regul ations (FAR) for positive locking of tuel drain valves in the closed
position.

2. BACKGROUND. FARSections 23.999(b),25.999(b), 27.999(b), and 29.999(b)
require,Inpart: "Each drain . ..nust have manual Or automatic Means
for positive locking in the closed position . . ." Thi s requirenment
refers to the required drain valves. The purpose of this advisory circular
is to respond to the guestion as to whether a spring | oaded valve in the
closed position could be considered a "positive |ocking valve."

3. GULDANCE, Spring | oaded fuel drain valves conformng to MIL-V-25023B or
TSO-C76 or equival ent may be approved for those installations where the
person operating the valve can visually confirmthat the valve is closed,
provided the applicant has shown that the valve will not open inadvertently
under any forzseeable operating conditi on.
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